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Flyin’ O’Brian
Mount Carmel
Alma Mater
On peaceful shores
‘neath western skies our
hymn of praise we sing,
To thee our Alma Mater
dear, now let our voices
ring!
All hail to thee Mount
Carmel High, Crusaders
Sons are we!
We love your ways, your
spirit bold! We pledge
ourselves to thee!
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The mere thought of flying in a commercial
airliner is enough to send millions of
Americans into a near panic attack. I was 19
years old when I took my first ride, it was a
complementary trip paid for by the United
States government. I recall being only mildly
apprehensive. By 1966 airline travel had
become safer than riding on a city bus. On
April 25, 2009, at the dedication of the
Mount Carmel monument in St Raphael’s
prayer garden, I met a charming Crusader by
the name of Ryan Michael O’Brian, MC ’41. Looking at him and talking to him it was
difficult to comprehend that he was 87 years old. He bounced around like he was 40. He
was robust, engaging, full-of-life. I was intrigued by him and decided to learn the secret of
his longevity and the source of his enthusiasm.
Mike is nearly 6 feet tall and burly. If I had to guess his family’s origin, Irish would have
been one of my first three choices. The gleam in his eye tells you that the lights are on…
and everybody’s home. He was dressed in a natty suit and tie and wore a small bar shaped
lapel pin. I asked him about the pin. He told me it was the Distinguished Flying Cross. I
vaguely knew what that meant by definition, but not distinction. I would have to find out.
Mike told me that he was a navigator flying B-24 Liberators out of Italy during WWII. I
pressed him for a little more information and he shared that he flew 35 missions, but in his
understated way, he said he never had to bail out, was only wounded once and only had
to crash land twice. I asked him a few more questions and learned that he keep a detailed
diary of every mission. I asked him to send me one…so he did. I soon discovered the
source of his zest for living.
I flew to New York over Memorial Day weekend, and thinking of Mike and all of the
brave young men of his generation, I took along Stephen E. Ambrose’s, The Wild Blue,
to read on the plane and in the airport. I tried to relate to what Iron Mike had sent me and
what I discovered in The Wild Blue. I sat comfortably in my soft seat flying at 25,000 feet
in an air conditioned, pressurized cabin, sipping hot coffee. B-24’s could fly higher, faster
and longer than the more famous B-17 Flying Fortress. They carried the same pay-load
and are easily distinguished by their twin tails. Neither plane had heating, air conditioning
or pressurized cabins. This meant that the average temperature at 20,000 to 25,000 feet
inside a Liberator was -30 to -40 degrees below zero. Missions would require crews to
wear oxygen mask, and fly in cramped cold quarters for 8 to 12 hours.
I was able to relate to the temperature while reading in my Bermuda shorts. I vividly
recalled the longest, most miserable night of my life was January 16, 1967. I spent the
night trying to sleep in the snow at -44 degrees below zero, as part of an Army survival
training exercise in Alaska. I was on terra firma, and no one was shooting at me. I was
told Eskimos have 162 words that describe snow. I am pretty sure that they do not have
one for “toasty”.
The purpose of the Mount Carmel Alumni Foundation is to provide financial assistance to the Carmelite Community
and to the Catholic elementary schools in South-Central Los Angeles that have provided our alumni with an excellent
education. MCAF publishes the Crusader newsletter and assists in regular event planning for the information and
fellowship of Mount Carmel Alumni.

Visit us on the web at: www.mtcarmelcrusaders.org
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B-24’s had crews of 10 or 11. The Pilot, Co-Pilot,
Navigator, Radioman, Bombardier, Nose-Gunner,
Top-Gunner, Tail-Gunner, two Waist-Gunners…and the Ball-Turret Gunner. I
was an English major and the five line poem, “Death of the Ball-Turret Gunner”, by Randell Jarrell has always haunted me, and will continue to do so,
after meeting Ryan.
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Continues from cover...

Mike and all Liberator crew members had to fly and survive 35 missions before they would be sent home. Here are a few sobering facts. The average age
of B-24 pilots was 22 and other crew members only 20. Over eighteen thousand four hundred and fifty B-24’s were built. Half did not return. You can contemplate the meaning of that math. Today, there are a few B-24’s in museums. A couple more are restored and maintained by historical non-profits. They take
history buffs on flights for a fee. One crew member is Mike De Gangi, MC’64, whose plane flies out of Reno, Nevada.
Come to Mount Carmel’s all class reunion on September 12, 2009 celebrating our 75th anniversary and meet one of Carmel’s finest, Flyin’ Ryan O’Brian. If you are a baby boomer like me, you can thank him in person for his courage and
self-sacrifice that caused the returning Liberators to be melted down…not into plow shears…but travel trailers and
T.V.’s for Boomers to enjoy the good life, speaking English…and not German.
Perhaps ask him about August 22, 1944 when his plane lost an engine and had to fly at 13,000 feet instead of 21,000 feet
with the other 35 planes in the squadron, like a lame duck…or a clay pigeon. His plane was so shot up by German Me109’s, before being saved by U.S. P-38’s, it was unable to fly again until December tenth. That day two engines caught
fire after take-off and Mike and his crew crash landed five miles from base. Maybe ask him the technique suggested to
land a B-24 with no breaks when the hydraulics and tires are shot out on your 35th and final mission.
After meeting Ryan Michael O’Brian and reading his letters, and reading The Wild Blue in the wild blue, Memorial Day
2009 will forever be foremost in my mind. I feel I have a little better understanding of Mike’s love of life. I recalled a
good friend, Don Edinbourogh, who served three tours in the infantry in Viet Nam. Once by draft, two by choice. He
rarely talked about the details, but once shared that he had never felt as alive as when he was so close to death. He felt
that he was good at his job, was needed, and appreciated by the men in his company. The adrenalin rush was addicting.
Like many of veterans of my generation Don would spend the rest of his life searching for that feeling in bars and bottles
without success. For the rest of my life, Memorial Day will be very special, remembering these and all veterans that
served so bravely.
John Martin– 65

Alumni Profiles

Mount Carmel Alumni Foundation’s website is now up and running! The purpose of the website is to provide an
easy access source for information regarding the fellow Crusaders. Please send in an “alumni profile” about yourself including information about what you have been up to since you graduated from high school (write as much or as little as
you’d like) Your profile can be in the form of a resume, paragraph, or however else you would like Mount Carmel High
School Alumni, family, and friends to hear about you (see example below) Pictures are highly recommended for the profiles; both recent and high school shots.
The Alumni Profile feature of the website is a great way to keep in touch with your old friends as well! You are welcome to submit any information that you would like others to have on your profile. See example below.
Please send profiles to kstrachan@kelly-co.com.
Rudolph “Rudy” Jojola ‘66
Rudy graduated from Mt. Carmel in 1966. He searched a couple of years for the proper
path, before joining the Navy in 1968. He tested well, and qualified to work in Intelligence, then volunteered to serve in Viet Nam. Based in Danang, he flew on intelligence
missions for the Navy. After his four year enlistment was up, he enrolled at the University
of the Americas, in Puebla, Mexico, receiving his BA in International Relations. He then
returned to Los Angeles to work, and study Russian at U.C.L.A. His formal education
Rudy with Colin Powell
completed, and fluent in three languages, it is no surprise that he ended up in Washington,
D.C. in the State Department’s Foreign Service Corp. Rudy served as a diplomat in nearly a dozen embassies around the
world during his twenty-five year career. He retired in 2002. Now bored, and living in Fairbanks, Alaska, he is studying Mandarin Chinese. Perhaps there is still time for a little more globetrotting.
Visit us on the web at: www.mtcarmelcrusaders.org						
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Classmates who have passed…
My they rest in peach with God.
James Dolan Clark

James D. Clark passed away on Saturday, July 18, 2009 surrounded by his family, after a short battle with pancreatic
cancer. He was 79 years old. He was born in Los Angeles, CA on September 7, 1929 and moved to Manhattan Beach
in 1939. He and his wife Nina spent the last 47 years living in beautiful Rancho Palos Verdes. Jim retired as an elementary school principal in 1988, after 37 years of service with the L.A. Unified School District. He spent the last 21 years
enjoying his retirement, which consisted of traveling around the world with his wife, enjoying his favorite sport golf, various volunteer activities with charitable foundations, working in his beautiful garden, and being an active member in his
catholic church. He was married to his college sweetheart Nina for the past 56 years. He is survived by a daughter, Nina
Mae Churchill (David) of Irvine, CA and a son James D. Clark, Jr. (Alison) of Laguna Niguel, CA. Jim has 3 grandchildren which he adored - Dolan, Avery and Isabelle. He is also survived by a brother Joseph Clark and a sister Claire

Michael Chavez

Written by son, Ben Chavez
I have the honor of being the Son of Benjamin Chavez your former classmate (40;s) and fellow Crusader…
Ben ended his crusade 2 years ago and passed to be with God and the other Crusaders that left before him. Ben was a
true Crusader; Fighting for Christianity his entire life and exemplifying what Mt Carmel brotherhood taught him. The
brotherhood at Mt Carmel, (the Carmelites and you his fellow crusader’s) was the basis for his entire life..
Carmelites through history have walked in the light of Christ seeking to help those whom God sends into their lives to
see that same light. I truly believe Ben was sent to Mt Carmel to learn how to walk in that light; THANK YOU CARMELITES FOR YOUR CONVICTIONS AND LOVE: I know as fact; while he was on Earth and still from Heaven that he
shares the light to help and touch many with Gods love. Mt Carmel Is a true representation of the backbone of America.
It represented a time that truly built America to be better than anyone could Imagine It was a time of ….Values: Being
Truthful; To self, Friends, God and Country, and the most importantly… BE RESPONSIBLE for yourself and others you
love. Beliefs: Believe that there is a better life… all you have to do is get off your butt and work
Rivalry- with Roosevelt High School. Warriors : WWII- Many of you without a word went to War and fought for your
Country- (You make me so proud to be an American) Your make me want to be a better citizen and American
Friendship: Life long ( Thank you Stan for being my Dad’s best friend and buddy for life). I now know what true Friendship looks like- LOOK AROUND AND PAT YOURSELVES ON THE BACK. Dedication: Dedicated to a marriage to Eleanor Chavez and his family of 5, to Boyle Heights, to His friends (Mt Carmel) and New ones he earned during his life, to
GOD, and his church- Our lady of Mt Carmel in Newport Beach, to his brotherhood at Union Local 33 (Sound 7 Stage
The Carmelites through the ages to the present have lived in a unique fashion as contemplatives in action. They engage
in preaching, teaching, and spiritual direction. GOOD JOB, YOU TAUGHT BEN TO BE A SPIRITUAL CRUSADER!
I know if Ben was here he would be proud to repeat what he truly believed and says in your ALMA MATER
All hail to thee Mount Carmel High, Crusaders
Sons are we!
We love your ways, your Spirit bold!
We pledge Ourselves to thee

John Anthony Buksa, MC’46 (1928-2009), beloved Husband, Father and Grandfather, passed away peace-

fully on March 19, 2009. Born on July 10, 1928 in Los Angeles, California, he was the only son of Antone and Amelia
Buksa of Pag and Korcula Croatia. John attended grammar school, Mount Carmel High School and the University of
California Los Angeles. He was greatly respected in the San Joaquin Valley Agricultural Community and was known for
his loving generosity among family and friends. John was an honorable business man and man of integrity and compassion. He served on the California Grape and Tree Fruit League Board and was President of the Delano Growers Cooperative Winery for two terms. He also was a member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church of Delano, the Slavonic American
Association of Fresno, California and The American Slavonic Social Club of Delano. He was a member of The Delano
Elks Lodge and Knights of Columbus. John is survived by his wife of 57 years Antoinette; son, Anthony and daughter-inlaw, Julie Buksa, grandson, John of Bakersfield; daughter, Ann Joan Buksa of Bakersfield; daughter, Alice and son-inlaw, Jerad Sanders, grandchildren, Irene, Andrew, Jonathan, and Jerad II of Bakersfield. A private Mass and graveside
service was held. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to The Gideons Bible International, P.O. Box
140800, Nashville, TN 37214-08001 or the charity of your choice. Our hearts are heavy with the loss of our Beloved
John. We will miss his gentile spirit and laughter. Until we meet with him in Heaven.
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The 75th Anniversary and All Class Reunion
Saturday September 12, 2009 is time for all Crusaders and old friends to party on purpose. It is
the 75th anniversary year of the opening of Mt. Carmel High School in Los Angeles. This AllClass reunion will honor alums from 1949, 1959 and 1969 as they celebrate their 40, 50 and
60th anniversaries. We all enjoy seeing old friends and reminiscing. It is a bonus when a portion of the money we spend having fun…is tax-deductible and goes directly to Catholic
schools in the old neighborhoods we all grew up in.
Chris Herrera, ’66, and Al Prukop, ’57, have planned a fabulous celebration for the 75th anniversary of the founding of the great high school that was Mount Carmel at 70 th and Hoover! Crusaders, friends,
family and fellow alumni and supporters of all the Catholic schools in central Los Angeles will gather at the Quiet
Cannon in Montebello for another memorable reunion on September 12th. Located on the historic Montebello
Championship18-Hole Golf Course and with the Hilton Garden Inn right on site, the reunion is slated to be a great
weekend of camaraderie for all. Festivities will commence at 6:00 p.m., featuring time to get reacquainted with old
friends over a cold drink. Then a fabulous banquet will be served to fuel up for the dancing to a live band that will
begin after dinner.
For more information please contact
Dinner Dance bids are available now, at $100 per person. Al
Chris Herrera at (909) 392-3930
Prukop has also organized a golf outing earlier in the day
or one of the following class coordinators:
that is offered at $65 per round, on a first-come, first-served
basis. Overnight accommodation reservations may be made 1960 Jim Steinmetz Tel: 714-842-8793
by contacting the Hilton Garden Inn at 323-724-5900.
1961 John Fashing Tel: 310-372-8997
More information and driving directions for Quiet Cannon 1962 Frank Janowicz Tel: 562-864-5434
Banquet Facility, Hilton Garden Inn and Montebello Cham- 1963 George Guzman Tel: 323-980-9446
pionship 18-Hole Golf Course are available at quietcan- 1964 Jim Ober Tel: 805-578-3470
non.com.
1965 Greg Williams Tel: 323-223-0681
1966 Chris Herrera Tel: 562-694-2434
The fun and festivity of the 75th Anniversary Celebration
1967 John Alvarado Tel: 760-240-2989
offers us not only an occasion for a great time with friends 1968 Glen Constantino Tel: 818-952-1012
old and new, but the opportunity to raise additional funds to 1968 Daniel McDonald Tel: 909-899-7019
support our mission statement shown above. Built into each 1969 David Scott Tel: 909-854-1567
dinner dance bid purchase is a donation of $40. As MCAF is 1970 Ed Lewis Tel: 951-928-3532
an IRS-authorized 501c3 organization, that donation is fully 1973 Carlos Viramontes Tel: 562-862-7777
tax deductible to you. And, more importantly, is your op- 1975 Anthony Saunders Tel: 805-526-2708
portunity to show your commitment to the continued suc- 1976 Richard Monteilh Tel: 310- 480-2874
cess of your alma mater or the Deanery-16 school of your 1976 Rudy Herrera Tel: 909-518-6533
choice.
For information on the golf outing contact:
Al Prukop (949)-981-7131
Please indicate below.

75th Anniversary Celebration Dinner Dance Bids
DONATION

Number of guests at $100 each

Name

List guest names below

TOTAL

Address

Phone

SUBTOTAL

E-Mail

Make checks payable to
MCAF and mail to

3151 Airway Ave, E-1

Costa Mesa, CA 92626
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Who are they? Answers
Where are they now?
1.) Roger E. Brown, MC ‘72
Is the Director of the Sickle Disease Foundation of California. This Loyola Marymount University graduate and proud father of
three, spent nearly 20 years in the banking industry becoming a popular Public Speaker. His secret passion is film making…due in
part to working nearly 10 years in Hollywood for Orion, MGM and Universal helping develop and market the DVD format. Roger
lives on the Westside but still keeps in touch with the old neighborhood serving as an advisory board member of THE FUTURE
DOC PROJECT at Verbum Dei High School in Watts.
2.) Donnie Stevenson, MC’73
Donald Stevenson, M.D. graduated from Stanford University where he played football while majoring in Pre Med. He graduated
from the University of Southern California’s School of Medicine and today is an orthopedic surgeon in Inglewood, California. Dr.
Don lives on the Westside, with is wife and two young soccer playing sons. In is spare time he is the sideline Doc for the West Los
Angeles and Compton College football teams as well as a mentor and Co-Chair of THE FUTURE DOC PROJECT at Verbum Dei
High School.
3.)Kevin McKesson, MC ‘75
Winston-Kevin McKesson, Esq. graduated from Loyola Marymount University and U.C.L.A. Law School.
Today, Kevin is a successful criminal defense attorney in Beverly Hills, California. Kevin, his lovely wife and three sons live in
Hancock Park but he still finds time to give back to the old neighborhood by serving on the development board of his alma mater St.
Raphael’s in South Los Angeles.
4.) Richard Monteilh, MC ‘76
Graduated from California State University Dominguez Hills and has been a teacher and administrator in inner-city Catholic schools
since 1980. Presently Richard is a teacher and Vice-Principal at St. Odilia’s in South Los Angeles. He serves on the board of The
Mount Carmel Alumni Foundation, is Chair of the Academic Decathlon Committee for Deanery 16 and serves as an advisory board
member of THE FUTURE DOC PROJECT at Verbum Dei High School. This Knight of Peter Claver is also an avid golfer and lives
in Los Angeles.
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Can you recognize these Mt Carmel Grads? Look at the pictures below and take your best guess. Flip the
page for the answers.

Who Are They???

The Crusader is a costly publication for the Mount Carmel Alumni Foundation but it provides a source of
communication amongst alumni. We want to continue to reach as many alumni and friends as possible.
Please do your part and make a charitable contribution to the Mount Carmel Alumni Foundation. Send $50 or
more for your continuing support and membership.

$50 Membership Contribution

Hey Crusaders! Don’t Forget About Your
Volume 16, Issue 2											
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Mount Carmel Alumni Foundation’s Main Source of Fundraising:

The Padre Golf Tournament and Banquet Dinner
Contributions are Tax Deductible!

Super Ticket

Grand Raffle

$40

Includes:
2 Mulligans
5 Chinese raffle tickets
Your choice of a custom fit hybrid, wedge or putter
($21.95 fitting, shipping and handling)
Entry into:
The longest drive contest
Hole in One Contest
Closest to the Pin contest
Putting contest
Drawing for $100,000 shot (4 chances)
Scratcher game :
Lowest card of scratcher wins a 3day/2 night vacation
at your choice of 3 luxurious Villa Group Resorts:
Villa del Palmar Resort & Spa– Los Cabos
Villa del Palmar Resort & Spa– Puerto Vallarta
Villa del Palmar Flamingo– Nuevo Vallarta

Sponsorship Opportunities
Tournament Sponsorships are Fully Tax Deductible
Platinum Sponsor
Gold Sponsor
Silver Sponsor
Bronze Sponsor
Student Golfer Sponsor
(includes dinner for you too!)
Tee Sponsor


$3,000
$1,000
$750
$500
$250
$100

PLATINUM, GOLD, SILVER, BRONZE AND TEE
SPONSORS RECEIVE TEE SIGNS

Grand Prize: 4 Day Mexican Cruise for 2
Second Prize: $500 cash
Third Prize: $250 cash
3 tickets- $25
7 tickets- $50

Use ticket stubs on next page
For more tickets : kstrachan@kelly-co.com
Drawing will be held on November 2, 2009
Need NOT be present to win

Payment
Payment options:
1.) Sign up and pay online at
mtcarmelcrusaders.org using Paypal
2.) Cut and fill out entry forms on Page 7 and use
attached envelope to mail in registration and tickets.
Make checks payable to:
Mount Carmel Alumni Foundation
3151 Airway Avenue, Suite E-1
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Superticket and Golf
Golf & Awards Banquet (each player)
Student Sponsorship
Banquet Only (each)

Directions to Western Hills
Orange Fwy (57), to Lambert Rd.; east 8 miles to Club.
OR Pomona Fwy (60), to Phillips Ranch Rd.; south
(becomes Chino Hills Pkwy) 4 miles to Carbon Canyon Rd;
right 2 miles to Club.
OR Hwy 71 to Chino Hills Pkwy; west to Carbon Canyon
Rd.; left 2 miles to Club.

$290
$250
$250
$75

Schedule of Events
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM

Golfers Check-in
Putting Contest
Shot-gun Tee-off

BBQ Lunch on the Course
4:30 PM
5:30 PM

Happy Hour
Awards Banquet Dinner

Visit us on the web at: www.mtcarmelcrusaders.org						
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Name_________________________________________

Players in Foursome

Address_______________________________________
______________________________________________

Name __________________________________________

City/State/Zip_________________________________

Address _______________________________________

Phone_________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________
Email _________________________________________

Name_________________________________________
Address_______________________________________
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Name __________________________________________
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________________________________________________

Tee Signs
Please provide how you would like your tee sign to read:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Please Fill out and send in with payment

Banquet Guests

______________________________________________

Raffle Tickets:

Email _________________________________________

City/State/Zip_________________________________
Phone_________________________________________
Name_________________________________________
Address_______________________________________
______________________________________________
City/State/Zip_________________________________
Phone_________________________________________
Name_________________________________________
Address_______________________________________
______________________________________________
City/State/Zip_________________________________
Phone_________________________________________
Name_________________________________________
Address_______________________________________
______________________________________________
City/State/Zip_________________________________
Phone_________________________________________

John T. Young
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