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Academic Decathlon is MCAF’s next big challenge
Now that the specific study materials for the upcoming
Archdiocesan Academic Decathlon (AAD) have been announced, the scramble for purchasing the needed books and
reference sources has begun. All participating school Decathlon teams within Los Angeles County are busy preparing for
the AAD which takes place March 17, 2007 at the Sports
Arena.
Recently, I had the opportunity to observe the St. Columbkille School decathletes in their weekly study session after
school. ( After school hours on other days are spent in directed sports activities, student government meetings and
other school club activities in an effort to round out the students'school experience .) I was surprised to find that there
are 15 members on the team although only 10 will be chosen
to compete in the decathlon; they know they may not be selected but they are still willing to devote the time and effort
in case they are. I could not help but be impressed by the enthusiasm of these students as they discussed the subjects and
answered questions put to them by their coaches.
I challenge you to come to one of the grammar schools and
see for yourself how motivated and genuine the students are.
They are eager to learn and receptive to direction and guidance. I know it will move you to see how these young people
respond to the challenge. I was; I elected to coach two subjects because I was so impressed with what I saw. I discussed
one subject -national parks of the United States- with a young
man who listened intently to every word. He was trying to
visualize what I described for this seventh grader has never
visited a national park.
BackgroundPrior to the Archdiocesan Academic Decathlon, the grammar
schools in the South Los Angeles area hold their own decathlon known as the Deanery 16 Academic Decathlon (D-16
AD) one month before the AAD. Eight schools will be participating in the D-16 AD to determine how they fare among
their peers and to test their skills in the heat of competition.
However, not all eight schools will move on to the AAD and
so their involvement in the D-16 AD is their only opportunity
to compete. Why? Well, money for the reference materials
and books are a problem for many Catholic grammar schools
particularly in the inner city. MCAF chose to underwrite the
cost of the D-16 AD since it benefited most of the schools we
support. Yet, cost alone is not the biggest factor. The task of
preparing a decathlon team is time consuming and demand-

ing but exceptionally rewarding. Coaching the team members in
the various academic subjects means spending time after school,
preparing for the next round of questions and answers and challenging them to spend time reviewing the extensive material covered.
Another area that prevents many schools from competing is the
lack of coaches. In too many cases, the principal and a few teachers are the coaches but there are not enough for all the various
subjects. And, the coaches can only devote so many volunteer
hours to the schools since they, too, have demands on their time
from family, college courses and other pursuits
The schools participating in the D-16 AD are: St. John Chrysostym, St. Columbkille'
s, Ascension, Mother of Sorrows, St.
Raphael'
s, Nativity, St. Eugene'
s, and St. Malachy'
s.
Again, I invite you to contact the principal of any of these
schools and offer to help. If you are a graduate, imagine the rewarding feeling of having contributed to the school and to the
growth of it'
s students. It is an investment that you cannot afford to pass up. —David Gomez, ’58 Ph: 909-989-1415

Dick O’Brien, MC 1942, .leads a Memorial Service at the
Omaha Beach Cemetery, France. General Patton's 35th
Infantry Division landed on "D" plus 30 and fought in all 5
major battles in Europe. The 35th suffered over 15000
casualties including 3000 KIA. O’Brien is the newly elected
President of the 35th Division Association, Prior Presidents
include: Hon Harry S. Truman, Senator Bennett Champ
Clark, and Gov. Orval Faubus. Attached to the 35th were
Medics Ray Deveau MC 1943 and Gilbert Gaxolia MC
1942.. Gilbert was killed when a shell hit his ambulance.

Letters from
Your
classmates
Hey Tom,

I just wanted to thank the guys for a great
time at the Summer 60's party! It was awesome listening to some of the history of our
great school, and the positive contributions
that are going on with the MCAF Foundation. Rick and Pat thanks again for an afternoon of great food, music, and just good old
Mt Carmel / St Michaels hospitality. Until
we meet again, "on peaceful shores" we
stand my Crusaders Brothers!
Rick Monteilh / Class of 1976
PS to Al, In your column "Thoughts from
the President," August 2006, you mentioned
MCHS closing in 1977, MCHS closed in
1976.
***..
Dear Al:
In reading the most recent edition of the
Crusader, I noted your remarks regarding
the issues of fund raising for Crespi High
School as well as the sale of the Mt. Carmel
site. I can only presume from your comments that the site “should have never been
sold” and was sold “without investigating
alternatives,” that you were involved in the
process of making the decision to close and
sell the school. If you were not, I believe
you may have made some assumptions
without adequate factual information.
While all Carmel grads were sad to see the
school close and sold, such action may in
fact have been prudent. As a school district
superintendent and someone who has facilitated the closure and sale of school sites, I
know well the difficult and painful decisions
resulting from declining enrollment. At the
same time, like any other business, schools
have a cost of overhead which must be met
by tuition, donations or subsidies. Once
closed, the property must be rented or sold
in order to avoid maintenance costs.
Given Carmel’s small enrollment, it would
therefore appear to me that the school was
faced with one of two alternatives. First,
increase enrollment. Second, increase tui-
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tion or other income. I believe the enrollment at
the time Carmel closed was around 250. One
must also recall that during that period of time,
many public and private schools were closing
because of declining enrollment. Certainly, Carmel was not unique.
Consequently, given the relatively low enrollment, it seems that the most viable alternative
would have been an increase in tuition. Knowing the community, I don’t believe the
neighborhood could have supported the cost of
tuition which in today’s dollars would run in the
$20,000 per year and above range, assuming the
same enrollment.
Perhaps more than the content, I found the
tone of your remarks disturbing. If we agree
that a Catholic education is of value to the Mt.
Carmel Alumni Foundation, I am not offended
at the need for supporting Crespi High School.
Although I don’t know how much money the
Foundation has given to Crespi, it seems that by
doing so we are in fact supporting the Carmelite’s in fulfilling their mission.
Thanks to a Catholic and Carmelite education,
we Carmel grads have successfully moved
across the globe. Yet, our common roots in Mt.
Carmel High School should help us see the
need to support Catholic education and the Carmelites in a variety of ways.
While I may disagree with your remarks,
please do not misunderstand this letter as I have
great respect for you and the Board of the Foundation for the dedication and success of the Mt.
Carmel Alumni Foundation. It is truly remarkable that you have gained such support from
Carmel grads given that the youngest grads are
now in their mid forties and certainly difficult
to track down.
Joe Condon, ‘63
***
Dear Al:
As an alumnus of Mount Carmel HS, class of
1957 I would like to thank you for the work you
and the foundation have done in raising funds
for the Carmelite order and inner city schools.
As a graduate of Mt. Carmel I am most appreciative of my Carmelite education and as a
member of the Archdiocesan School Council
for the Los Angeles Archdiocese working with
the Department of Catholic Schools I am very
much aware of the needs for both elementary
and secondary schools . However your recent
letter on June 26th and your “Thoughts from the
President” regarding Crespi HS in the August
Crusader have prompted me to write you this
letter.
I thought it would interesting for you to know
that after the successful 40th year reunion of our
class (1957) some of us met in Palmdale for
lunch to discuss a plan that would memorialize
Mt. Carmel HS, teachers, students and be a permanent residence of memorabilia to remember
this outstanding high school.
. That day at the restaurant was particularly rewarding because a young man at an adjacent
table saw the priests, overheard our conversation, and was excited to proclaim that he too

was a graduate of Carmel in the early 70’s.
Our luncheon then became more memorable
when our waitress told us she was a graduate
of St. Mary’s Academy and fondly remembered Mt. Carmel. What a small world it was
to encounter these two people in of all places
Palmdale. After that luncheon we agreed to
get together to pursue this idea to memorialize Mt. Carmel but unfortunately there was a
change in the administration at Crespi and
the idea lapsed until recently.
There were several reasons why this idea
made a great deal of sense; (1) there is a
long history of the Crespi and the Mt. Carmel connection, Fr. Gus Carter O’Carm was
the first and founding principal of Crespi, (2)
high school transcripts from Mt. Carmel HS
were kept at Crespi on microfiche when Mt.
Carmel closed, (3) there was no permanent
location to house memorabilia from Mt. Carmel such as a stained glass window from the
chapel adjacent to the rectory which was in
the possession of one of our classmates as
well as other items such as annuals, old Crusaders and other artifacts, to remember Mt.
Carmel HS in what was then perceived to be
a “Hall of Fame”, (4) unfortunately our
alumni are growing older and we wanted to
establish a location which would be a permanent testimonial and legacy to one of the
premier high schools of our time and Crespi
was the logical location and finally (5) the
values of a Carmelite education would endure and prosper in the greater Los Angeles
area at Crespi along with the history of Mt.
Carmel.
As the class of 1957 prepares for our 50th
year reunion I have had occasion to work
with Crespi in regards to a video project
which we would like to present at the reunion. Crespi personnel, especially Brett Nordyke, have been most helpful to us in this
project but they have also expressed concern
about the MCAF June 26th letter. I therefore
would encourage you and the board to open
a dialogue with Crespi as to how the MCAF
can work with Crespi for the benefit of both
the Mt. Carmel Alumni and Crespi.
My interest in writing you this letter is not
to promote an environment for further separation but to promote an atmosphere of cooperation so Mt Carmel will long be remembered after we all have gone to a better
place. If you wish to talk with me I can be
reached at 310 553-3608.
Paul L. Martin, ‘57
***
Thanks for the invitation. I am Rudy Jojola
(class of 1966). I am planning to sell my
house in Virginia and move to Alaska. I am
start a new life in Fairbanks. I have been
there before on vacations. This should be my
last move. Wish me luck.
Rudh, ‘66
jojola12rr@hotmail.com
***
(Continued on page 4)

SEPTEMBER DINNER DANCE was a wonderful time. The
food was great, the wines and drinks priced reasonable. The
only problem was not enough attended. Only 121 came and
thank God for the raffle otherwise we would have lost
money. So, the Board will have to review whether or not to
continue the event. We are certainly open to suggestions.
The original idea of the dinner was definitely not to be a
fundraiser, but an evening of reunion and camaraderie.
RAFFLE WINNERS: Napa Valley trip, Bill Keichline, Bose
Radio, Dennis Tons, and $500, Norstroms Gift Cert., Mrs.
Ted Smith. Thank you for all who helped. The raffle produced $8010 in revenue.

What’s on the Agenda!!!!!

DAY AT THE RACES March 25 2007. A fantastic Sunday
fun day at Santa Anita We have the Club Plaza, buffet
lunch, valet parking, our own private bar, Racing Form and
Handicappers. $80 is the total cost. It is limited to the first
150 Alums and their guests. It is FIRST COME FIRST
SERVE. Checks over the limit are returned. It will really be a
fun day. Don’t wait to send in your check.
ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT May 21st at Western Hills
Country Club in Chino. There be much more about this in
the next Crusader. For now, save the date. FINALLY I want
to thank everyone for their support. As you can see, our
membership has grown to almost 2700 alumni. We were
able to give $60,000 to the priests and the schools. We are
working to assist the schools with the Academic Decathlon.
All this, from a school that closed 29 years ago. We have a
right to be proud of our heritage..

One summer, the sisters of St. Columbkille School asked me
if I would cut the convent lawn and clean their garden each
week throughout the summer months. In exchange, my tuition
and that of my younger sister would be considered paid for
the next year. With four of us attending school there, it was
quite a financial burden for my parents and the sisters were
aware of it.
Having to be at the convent at 8:00 am every Saturday, I decided to go to the 7:30 mass before beginning work. On the
second Saturday, the sisters also attended mass and we all received Holy Communion. After mass, a sister asked me if I
had eaten breakfast and I told her that I would eat at home
later after finishing my work. She told me to go sit in their
greenhouse; within a few minutes, a tray with hot oatmeal,
milk and raisin bread toast was place before me. And,
throughout the summer, every Saturday after mass, a hot
breakfast awaited me in the greenhouse.
At twelve years of age, I felt important because I was contributing to my family and the sisters in a dignified exchange.
The breakfasts were more than nourishment for the stomach;
they were a testament to the kindness and concern of those
who follow Christ's footsteps.
Why am I telling you this story? Because it is just one of
many instances where the sisters and teachers of my grammar
school demonstrated their caring. It is also a major reason
why I continue to work with the MCAF to help the schools
we support. Such acts of kindness still occur because the love
which motivates the sisters and teachers is still there, still influencing young minds for life. Consider how much we, ourselves, learned from them.
At the end of November, the Foundation will be presenting
checks for $2,000 to each of the schools we support. To me, it
doesn't seem like much considering how they impacted our
lives. For this reason, I invite you to honor a special sister or
teacher who had a positive influence on your life. Honor them
or their memory through a personal donation to your grammar
school. Send your check payable to your grammar school to
the MCAF before Dec. 8th and we will include it with the
Foundation check. You may also include a note to the principal thanking that principal, special sister or teacher even
though they may no longer be at the school. How often do we
take the time to acknowledge or thank those who significantly
influenced our lives.
If you wish, you are also welcome to join us when the
checks are presented to the respective schools.
Many thanks, David Gomez, ’58
Mail4dna@aol.com

Check address label

On envelope you received,. note CLASS OF
**** has been added after
your name. If it is blank or
not correct , please send in
change for our data base.
Thanks, MCAF

MCAF Board #’s

For information or questions
please call or e-mail the following :
Al Alessandra, 310-377-9220 or
760-7764810, alalessandra@vel.net
Kay Felix, 714-637-7744

Letters from
Your
Classmates...
(Continued from page 2)

Dear Father Tom (at Crespi High School)
I have received today a letter from Crespi regarding the

formation of an alumni
association for Mt Carmel graduates. This 30
years after the closure
of our school. You
must be aware that a
well developed
Mt Carmel Alumni
Foundation exists and
has for several years
following the end of
Fathers Nagle’s campaign for retired Carmelites which was well
supported by our
alumni for many years.
The foundation raises
funds in support of
catholic education in
the south central LA
area and makes an important contribution to
the catholic education
of children in one of
the poorest neighborhoods in the LA area. I
find it very uncarmel
and unchristian like to
form a competing
Alumni association
knowing that your appeals for funds will
hurt catholic schools
and their students in an
area much less fortunate then Encino. Our
youngest alumns are
nearing age 40, so having this "battle" is a
relatively short term
issue and the MCHS
alumni in general is a
dwindling source of
support..The only way
to make this a win win
situation is for Crespi
to contact what most of
us consider to be our
alumni association and
see if a way exists for a
cooperative venture for
the benefit of both Carmelite communities. If
you are not aware how
to contact the leaders of
the Foundation (of
which I am not one), let
me know and I will
find that information
for you.
Yours in Carmel, Bob
Mimiaga, ‘55
***
Please add me to the
Crusader mailing list.
Thanks! James Mays
Jr. ‘73

***
Dear Tom,
I’m one of the older grads, class of ‘40. I was ordained
a priest in 1948 in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and
was pastor of St. Bruno Parish in Whittier for many
years, retiring from full time work in 1993. I now live
in South Orange County with another retired priest and
classmate, helping with Masses and confessions as
needed. God Bless.
Rev.. John Cooley, ‘40
Lagune Niguel
***
Tom,
The Crusader reported the death of Glen Gleatley, ‘45,
a few years ago. Glen was a star baseball player at Mt.
Carmel. After Coast Guard WWII service and after using his GI Bill to get a college education, Glen became
a Junior College teacher and became the “head baseball
coach” for many years.
Chuck Haberman, ‘45
Editor’s note: Due to space, letters running in this
issue had to be condensed and we regret that space
wasn’t available for letter from Martin J. Turley, ’56,
commenting regarding the quality effort that Crespi
alumni staff have made through the years (his four
sons have attended Crespi). Hopefully, the Crespi matter has been adequately aired and we can move on to
focusing the letters section to our alumni memories. .

**************

Dave Olson, ‘47, died on March 15,
2006. He was a medic in the Korean War
and for valiant action on Heartbreak
Ridge, earned the Silver Star. He came
home to marry his sweetheart, Marie, and
for 53 years they celebrated life together
in Norwalk, CA. They have eight children, 25 grandchildren and two more due
the enod of the year, and one great grandson. Dave worked for the City of Los Angeles for 32 years, before retiring in 1985.
He fought heart disease since his early
40’’s and “good old Kaiser” kept him going, says Marie. She added that he was a
living example of a truly good, faithful
Catholic husband, father, godfather and
great grandfather, and passed these qualities on to all his children. Marie feels he
received these qualities from his great
Catholic education.
***
Fred Young, ‘39, passed away in Los
Angeles in July, 2005.
***
Ernie Baldovin, no class listed, passed
away in June of 2002.
***
Charles Cline, no class listed, of Fawnskin, CA, passed away this past year.
***

You’re a Mt. Carmel Grad,
right? If you haven’t done so

already, how about sending a
check for $25.00 to cover the
cost of receiving the Crusader….$25.00 a year keeps you
in touch… and while you’re at
it, add a few dollars for MCAF
philanthropic projects.

Marlin and Mike in a LA Times
photo that accompanied Marlin’s obit notice. Carmel classmates and friends through the
years attended a memorial
service in Long Beach.
Marlin McKeever, ‘57, passed from
this life to join his twin brother Mike,
‘57, on October 27 in Long Beach.
Marlin, along with Mike were outstanding football athletes at Mt. Carmel, lettering in 54, 55, and 56. They
were part of the Catholic League
championship teams of those years and
their prowess earned them a cover
story in Sports Illustrated. Originally
brought to Mt. Carmel on basketball
scholarships, the McKeevers “filled
out” and football became their forte.
There skills on the gridiron did not go
un-noticed and they went on to USC
were they were both All-Americans,
with Marlin playing tight end and
Mike playing left guard. After graduation, Marlin and Mike were both
drafted by the L.A. Rams, but due to a
head injury in Mike’s final year at
USC, he was never to play professional
ball. Marlin played 13 seasons in the
NFL, and we all paused and cried
when an auto accident put Mike in a
coma, leading to his death in 1967.
Marlin’s NFL career, with the Rams,

the Minnesota Vikings, Washington
Redskins and Philadelphia Eagles gave
way to a career as a stockbroker and
insurance executive after his football
career ended. In 1974, he lost his election bid as a Republican candidate in
the 72nd Assembly District. The identical McKeever twins were born Jan. 1,
1940, in Cheyenne, Wyoming. His
wife Judy summed up his love for
Mike that equaled his love for his family, including four children, Marlin Jr.
Kelle, David and Michelle, grandchildren, and a niece Teri McKeever. "As
much love as you gave to me and gave
to all of us," said his wife in her final
words to Marlin, "I was in awe of the
length and breadth of your love for
Mike." She then added, "I can only
hope once he is reunited with his beloved brother, he will have the peace
and serenity to which he is deserving."
More then four hundred friends, classmates and teammates from his many
teams filled a Rosary one night and
then packed the church the following
day.

The Mt. Carmel Alumni Foundation is looking for support for their worthwhile charitable work

Send $25 or more for your continuing support and fellowship!!!

Name: __________________________________________ Class ____________
Mail: ____________________________________ Ph: ______________________
City: ____________________________________, St: _____ Zip: _____________
Email: _______________________________________
Send your check $_____ to Mt Carmel Alumni Foundation, P.O. Box 4551, Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274
… and if you really want to be involved…. Volunteer for one of the many worthwhile committees, designed to help you!!

March 25th set as first Mt. Carmel Day at Santa Anita
The horses are approaching the gate, they are in the gate, and
they’re off. We are up to 200 strong in the CLUB PLAZA
overlooking the track, enjoying a fantastic Buffet Lunch.
We have our own private bar and betting windows. We have
twoHandicappers to assist us in betting.
Our dress code is casual. The ladies will love it. There are 113
people, at press time, sitting home because they didn’t get their
money in on time. The rest of us sent in $80 per ticket payable

to the Mt. Carmel Alumni Foundation P O Box 4551 Rolling
Hills Est. CA 90274.
For this price we’ll get VALET parking, Club Plaza ticket and a
Racing Forum. Don’t miss out… it is. Firat come, first serve.
So if you want to be part of the Mt. Carmel blast of the year,
call your buddies, classmates and friends and the race is on, starting now. We are limited to 200 only.

Crusaders Reach Out from Coast To Coast
On Sunday July 23, an example of the power of commitment
was in full view at the at The Embassy Suites in El Segundo.
Newly-elected MCAF Board member John Martin, MC'
65,
hosted the second annual dinner banquet honoring eight college-bound 2006 Verbum Dei High School graduates. The first
event was a landmark achievement, and Marcus Scoggins, last
year’s honoree, was on hand to see what his example has
helped to create.
Four of this year’s honorees will be headed east to Marist College in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. where Marist President, Dennis J.
Murray, MCHS '
64, will keep a watchful eye on these newcomers. Through Martin and his dedicated support group of
family, MCHS alums and other friends, scholarships and grants
have been made available so that the college careers of these
outstanding young men will take full flight.
Through Martin’s inspiration, each Verbum Dei graduate was
bestowed the distinction as a Carmelite Memorial Scholar, to
the delight of the assembled group. This merit was created to
honor the memory of our beloved Mount Carmel High School
faculty, who labored mightily so that earlier generations of ambitious young men in South Los Angeles could fulfill their
dreams. Martin’s plan is to honor the top five graduates in future classes at Verbum Dei as Carmelite Memorial Scholars.
To enhance the probability of the success for these Carmelite
scholars, each graduate was attached to a personal mentor for
their Freshman year. With the exception of one, these mentors
are Mount Carmel graduates who have committed their time to
make a difference in the young mens’ lives at the next level.
This visionary mentoring program was conceived and initiated
by Johnnie Raines, MCHS '
64, who saw a need to build a
bridge to the future for so many worthy youth in south L.A..
The first mentors in this program are all very accomplished
African-American and Mexican American Carmel grads. The
matchups incude:
§ Johnny Simmons, bound for Fresno State, is being mentored
by Johnnie Raines.
§ James Freeman, headed for Marist, has retired attorney and
Stanford and Yale Law School grad Michael Russell, MC'
65,
as his mentor.
§ Marious Cotton, headed for Lane College is being mentored
by Joe Hicks, MC ’69, one of the true athletic stars of Mount
Carmel’s latter years and a retired San Jose sheriff’s deputy.
§ Edward Ybarra, another incoming Marist freshman, is paired
with Bob Zamora, MC'
64 an outstanding baseball player and
coach, and a classmate of Dr. Dennis Murray at MCHS.
§ Marquis Bradley, who this year will attend San Bernardino
Valley College, is being mentored by David Scott, MC'
69, a
6

former member of the Los Angeles Rams.
§ Joshua Miles, Marist-bound, will be mentored by MCAF Board
member Dr. Lance Williams, MC'
65.
§ Martin Perez, on his way to UC Berkeley, will be mentored by
dentist Dr.Sal Manriquez, a graduate of St. Helen’s South Gate
who noted that was too young to have attended Mount Carmel.
§ Incoming Marist freshman Michael Zambrano is paired with
Luis Acuna, MC'
65, who retired from the Los Angeles Fire Department after 30 years of distinguished service as a Fire Captain.
§ And last year’s trailblazing scholar Marcus Scroggins, having
successfully completed his first year at Marist with a 3.2 GPA,
will now be mentored by Greg Williams, MC'
65, the first African-American student body President at Mount Carmel and a
man with a distinguished track record in business and in life.
John Martin also announced creation of the Future Doc Project,
composed of pooled
contributions from medical and dental professionals amongst
other contributors. It is intended to allow any qualifying young
man of color from South-Central Los Angeles access to a university-prep education a path to medical or dental school regardless
of their ability to pay.
As suggested by Dr. Tom Fallo, MCHS ’64 and President of El
Camino College, part of that path might begin at a community
college such as his, which features an Automatic University of
California Transfer Program. Verbum Dei is graciously providing
the vehicle for this path through their Work-Study Program in
providing the initial opportunity by placing the most promising
Future Docs in health related work-study experiences at emergency rooms, free clinics, surgery centers, dental clinics and
other health facilities. In Martin’s view, the Future Doc Project
will provide the motivation while nurturing the young mens’ desire to become a top-level medical professional.
It is clearly evident that the great work being done by the Mt.
Carmel Alumni Foundation to assist inner-city Catholic schools
has inspired and motivated other Crusader Sons to become involved. The far-reaching decision by the Foundation to support
the schools in south Los Angeles has been met with widespread
support from a variety of circles within the Mount Carmel family

$5000 heads to MC Provincial Center
The Gift Giving voted to send $5000 to the new Provincial center
in Middletown NY. The center will house the Provincial, Finance, Vocation and Development Offices. It is being built on the
grounds of the National Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. At
the entrance a plaque will read, “Mount Carmel Alumni Foundation, In memory of Fr. Richard Nagle, O.Carm. and all the priests
and brothers who taught at Mt. Carmel High School Los Angeles.

