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Faith, Friends & Fortitude
by John B. Martin ‘65
Timia McFarlin met Al and Marilee Alessandra when she was in fourth

Mount Carmel
Alma Mater
On peaceful shores
‘neath western skies our
hymn of praise we sing,
To thee our Alma Mater dear,
now let our voices ring!
All hail to thee
Mount Carmel High,
Crusaders Sons are we!
We love your ways,
your spirit bold!
We pledge ourselves to thee!
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grade. Al was a member of St. Raphael’s first graduating class in 1950.
The Alessandras came back to the old neighborhood, to give back, by
sponsoring a deserving St. Raphael student who needed a little financial
help. You may recall Al Alessandra and a couple of other great Crusaders
founded the Mount Carmel Alumni Foundation in 2002. Marilee continues
to serve on the foundation’s board today. The MCAF’s mission, you may
also recall, is to help the remaining Deanery 16 Catholic schools, and their
students, in any way we can.
Timia and her grandmother would become very close friends of Marilee’s
over the years as she continued to help sponsor her, even after Al’s death,
all the way through St. Raphael’s as well as St. Mary’s Academy in Inglewood. Timia was a hard working, determined student from the very
beginning. She would later have to take three buses during her high school
years from her home up around Jefferson and Vermont in order to become
a successful St. Mary’s Academy Belle.
Timia lived with her grandmother since fourth grade while her mother
battled drug addiction and her father was incarcerated back in those days.
She was a strong student while at SMA but wanted to get far away from
Los Angeles and any residual family drama. She decided on Alabama State
University feeling it was far enough away for her to become her own independent woman, and it offered the major and classes that she was interested in.
Clearly, Timia’s
grandmother, Ann
Horton, was a special
faith filled woman,
who sacrificed much to
help Timia get through
St. Raphael’s and St.
Mary’s. She believes
in the power of prayer
and took Timia to
Church of the Living
God up on 51st. and
Hoover every Sunday…..and they still
worship there together
to this day.

continued on next page

The purpose of the Mount Carmel Alumni Foundation is to provide financial assistance to the
Carmelite Community and to the Catholic elementary schools in South-Central Los Angeles
that have provided our alumni with an excellent education. MCAF publishes the Crusader
newsletter and assists in regular event planning for the information and fellowship of Mount
Carmel Alumni.
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“FAITH, FRIENDS & FORTITUDE” continued...
Timia attended Alabama State University majoring
in Health Science with an emphasis in Rehabilitation
Services, both physical and psychological. She works to
rehabilitate stroke patients as well as works with other
patients suffering with addictions, helping to develop
and implement treatment strategies.
Timia made the Dean’s List all four years at ASU graduating in 2018 with a 3.3 GPA and a BA degree in Health
Services. And, she delivered a beautiful baby girl right
before Thanksgiving her junior year.

The baby’s father’s family bagered her to get an abortion and her mother and father were not very supportive either. However, because of the spiritual influence
she experienced at St. Raphael’s, St. Mary’s and at her
amazing grandmother’s side, she is a firm believer that
every life is sacred, she delivered and kept her baby
alone back in Alabama. Well, not completely alone. Her
very best friend, Ebony Harper synced her and Timia’s
class schedules, taking turns babysitting while the other
went to class. They both graduated right on time. That is
an amazing friend.
Today Timia is back living in Los Angeles and working
at St. John’s doing exactly what she wanted to do, and
planned to do all along leaving for Alabama only three
days after graduating from St. Mary’s.
Marilee stayed friends with Timia and her grandmother,
following this amazing success story. Marilee says, “I really don’t do anything!” but my wife calls her a “Destiny
Helper.” May the Good Lord continue to bless Timia and
her daughter Journey Jewel and her faithful Fan Club
members Marilee Alessandra, Ann Horton and Ebony
Harper.

(left to right): Marilee Alessandra, Journey Jewel & Timia

1968 Reunion

by Martin Beebe ‘68

Fifty years after the fact I joined fellow classmates

of 1968. Although many names I didn’t recall facial
recognition brought back High school memories. Cedric Adams was looking sharp as always. Glenn, Louie,
Xavier members of class officials were gracious and
receptive to all in attendance. K. Cox and I worked at a
car rental agency during sophomore and senior school
years. We laughed about driving brand new convertible Ford Mustangs, Chevy Camaro, sedans and coups
around Los Angelos, Venice Beach, Hollywood & Vine
in1967-68. We towed a VW bug allowing us to return to
home base once we dropped the car at its destination.
Cruising Hollywood & Vine and beach locals the chicks
turned their heads. Throughout the twenty-four months
we never received a traffic violation. I’m not saying we
didn’t deserve em we just never got a ticket. During
the celebration of our reunion a slideshow of deceased
fellow classmates appeared on a movie screen. Ernie
Pinamonti my childhood friend was the first face shown.
Ernie joined the USMC right out of high school and died
in Hue, South Vietnam war in TET offensive 1969. Billy
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Parker shortly after graduation fell from a waterfall. He
dropped 70 feet landing upon a kid where both fell into
the river. The boys realized they were each unharmed
and exited the water. Billy slipped on a rock hit, his
head, and died. Many friends from Mt Carmel have
passed away and many friend have become successful
in their life endeavors. I enjoyed four years attending
Carmel. We used to call our school because of ethnic
diversity the little united nation. Since reconnecting
with classmates I enjoy corresponding with Crusaders
over the internet. We came from various backgrounds
and locations around LA basin to interact daily refuting
stereotyping. I salute all fellow Crusaders we belong to a
special brotherhood.
“I drew cartoon characters of teachers passing them
around class rooms and sketched drawings in
numerous year books. I am glad to be a Carmelite and
count the four years there as one of my greatest
learning experiences. Myths were shattered and all
individuals were respected in my book. I am saddened
at the loss of friends then and now. “
Salute…m
MCAF (760) 559-7069

The Crusader

Volume 24, Issue 1

Notes from our 50th Reunion

page 3

by Paul Mimiaga ‘68

Suthers sings. Driver Slausons. Beebe
hands out his latest book.

What’s not to like about an evening that
includes that kind of unexpected entertainment? Especially when the first
person you see is Linda Marcellus at the
check-in table. What an opening.
The boys, Eugene, Glen, Louie and
Xavier made it happen, but we all know
not without the brainpower and advice of
their wives - Wendy, Lillian and Zollie.
On that subject, I’d have to say all the
wives in the room look a lot better, and
younger, than their husbands. Proof that
while Carmel guys may not have retained
much Latin or Algebra II, they certainly
graduated with enough charm, good taste and persuasive power to do well in life.
It was a great night for re-connecting, swapping stories and making heartfelt tributes to our fallen Crusaders.
And then there were the guests of honor: Larry and Diane Gentile. Salty as ever (Larry, not Diane) and in full command of That Voice, Larry auctioned off the unofficial mascot of Carmel: a paddle. Sure, it could’ve been a drumstick, a cassock belt, a desktop, a Converse sole, but this was a magnificent 3-foot whopper that ultimately fetched
over 200 bucks.
All in all, over $600 was raised for our Alumni Foundation. And thanks to the committee, most everyone went home
with some nice Carmel swag and memorabilia.
For me, an additional highlight was the great spread of food. Not just because it was delicious and unending, but
because no one tried to knock my full dinner plate out of my hands as was the favorite trick around the Carmel
vending machines at lunch time. See, we’ve grown up.
- Mimiaga, ‘68

Alexza Tejeda (left) - Mother of Sorrows ‘15,
St. Mary’s Academy ‘19, Marist College ‘23
Men’s sano in corpore sano!
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by John Martin ‘65

“If you need something done, and
done right, ask a busy man to do it.”
(quoted by Anne Martin, my mother)

Richard Monteith graduated from St. Lawrence Brindisi in 1972. He would move on to become one of the members of Mt. Carmel’s last graduating class in 1976.

I am sure back in 1976 he never imagined a life-long career serving students in three different inner-city Catholic schools. The Carmelites and his sweet mother always
encouraged him to serve others, and evidently he became
a believer. He began his studies after Carmel at the University of Southern California, then when tuition became
impossible, he finished his bachelor’s degree in English
Literature at California State University, Dominguez
Hills. Today he is just a few units shy of completing his
Master’s degree in what else - Education.
Richard tried his hand at a couple of career possibilities
along the way before accepting a probationary teaching
position in 1980 teaching at his alma mater, St. Lawrence Brindisi on Compton Avenue in Watts. Eight years
later, he quit! However, he left on very good terms to
accept a new position at Holy Cross Catholic School on
45th and Main. Rich remained at Holy Cross until it,
like so many other Catholic schools, was forced to close.
Rich taught at Holy Cross from 1988 until 1994. Next he
followed his Divine Destiny to Deanery 16’s St. Odilia’s
School on 53rd and Hooper in the Fall of 1994 where he
continues to serve today. Rich has been a teacher, the
Vice Principal, an administrator and athletic coach. Rich
was the founder/coach of the very successful St. Odilia’s
Academic Decathlon Team, and Chairman of Deanery
16 school’s Academic Decathlon Committee. For the last
five years Rich has been St.Odilia’s Director of Development and Marketing.
Click on this Trinity
Bridge Newsletter link...
then click on your old
Deanery 16 Catholic school.
Visit us at www.mtcarmelcrusaders.org

Next click on your school’s NEWS link to see what’s new
in your old neighborhood.
What does Rich do in his spare time? He has just finished serving ten years on St. Mary’s Academy’s school
board, that included two terms as their Chairman of
the Board. Resigning at the end of the 2018-2019 school
year. The “13 handicapper” then played a little extra golf
this past summer before getting bored, and agreeing to
serve on the Bishop Conaty-Loretto High School’s board.
Rich has been Chairman of the Mount Carmel Alumni
Foundation’s board since 2008. He is the chief advocate
of Tom Forgue ‘60, the Chairman of the MCAF’s annual
Padre’s Golf tournament. Tom has been organizing and
running our golf tournament for the last fourteen years
and Rich is Tom’s first and favorite golfer to sign up
every year.
Read about the history of Mt. Carmel’s Padre Golf
Tounaments by clicking and reading The Road To
Trinity Bridge (pdf)
Rich joined the Knights of Peter Claver in 2008. St. Peter Claver, S.J. is the patron saint of African-Americans
after serving and ministering his entire priestly life from
1615 to 1654 living and working among African slaves
that were brought to Cartagena, Columbia from West
Africa.
Busy Richard Monteith served as his Knights of Peter Claver chaper’s Grand Knight from 2009 to 2011.
Unselfish, busy people like Richard Monteith, is what
makes our Catholic schools and America great! May God
continue to bless Richard, as we all pray that the Good
Lord lowers his handicap to at least a 10 because of his
hard work and dedication to the children of South-Central, and his love for the game of golf.
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Grace Hopper STEM Academy
first graduating class...graduates high school
Spring of 2013 SMA board member, Richard Monteith,

invited Ladera Education Institute (L.E.I.) to attend a
St. Mary’s Academy workshop. It was really well done. If
a meeting or workshop is sponsored by a Catholic school,
or any private school, the real reason for the invitation is
to ask for additional funding, and letting everyone know
that they not only need to maintain enrollment, but need
help with growing it.
L.E.I. realized SMA would continue to need funding long
after their founders were gone. They planned to create a
new, residual, income stream for SMA.

Ladera Education Institute (L.E.I.) d.b.a. Grace Hopper
STEM Academy rented the 23,000 sq. ft., long-empty
convent adjacent to St. Mary’s, and opened an independent, public, all-girl, charter middle school S.T.E.M.
academy. In addition to revenue from monthly rent,
some of their more academically ready, marginalized,
under served, students of color, might go right next door
to attend the oldest all-girl, Catholic, college prep academy in Los Angeles established in 1889.
This year’s 2020 senior class at Deanery 16’s St. Mary’s
Academy has seven Grace Hopper graduates. Last year’s
2019 class started with nine of Grace Hopper’s very first
group of graduates. Three managed to graduate, most

(left to right): Kimberly Rodriquez, SMA ‘19
Margo Harris, L.E.I Executive Director
Kimberly Cardenas, SMA ‘19
Yesmin Ortiz, GHSA Director of Operations
Ellis’s Beltran, SMA ‘19

left unable to keep up with tuition. Those three Grace
Hopper girls that remained are all college-bound. Kimberely Cardenas now attends Cal State Northridge and
is studying Engineering. Ellisa Beltran is attending
Southwestern Community College studying Criminal
Justice and is planning for a career in Forensics.
Seventy percent of Grace Hopper’s students are bussed
to Inglewood from in and around the public housing
projects in Watts.
The third graduate is Kimberly Rodriquez who is on
her way to Marist College after a semester at Cerritos
College. Kimberly is a former resident of Nickerson Gardens, the largest, most infamous public housing complex
east of the Mississippi. Kimberly’s mother found Grace
Hopper after Markham Middle School invited Kimberly
to transfer - immediately. Her desperate mother in tears,
brought her to Grace Hopper at the suggestion of neighbors. Kimberly was thought to be incorrigible. She could
speak Spanish and English but preferred Ebonics. She
was running with the Grape Street Crips, ditched school
most days that she was not sent home. She had anger
issues and a foul mouth cursing at anyone in authority,
and just a very poor attitude in general.
Grace Hopper has a very broad “profile” for students
they accept, especially students with histories. Presently about 60% of GHSA students are involved in Foster
Care either living with relatives or guardians. This
opens the door to many academic, medical, dental and
psychological challenges.
When Kimberly and her mother first visited Grace
Hopper, Grace Hopper’s administrators did not want to
accept her, they considered her “too disruptive”. Then
talk about being in the right place at the right time,
and Destiny Helpers, Margo Harris, L.E.I.’s Executive
Director just happened to be on campus that day. Margo
saw something in Kimberly and instructed Grace Hopper to accept her. Margo knew when a child acts-out like
that there are reasons for it. And there were many. In
time some would be revealed. Kimberly was raised by
her grandmother in her early years while her mother
was incarcerated, her father had left before she was born
and has never been a part of her life. She endured three
abusive step-fathers. Her older and only brother is in
prison now. She has one older sister who she loves and
looks up to.
Margo shared that Kimberly did have to spend some
time working alone in isolation up stairs, until she
adjusted. Made this old cowboy think of introducing a
continued on next page
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Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Catholic Retreat Center by John B. Martin ‘65
Louis Acquistapace ‘48 wants to build a Catholic Retreat Center to replace the one the diocese of Orange lost
in the Christ Cathedral negotiations. He wants to name
it the Our
Lady of Mount
Carmel Retreat Center.
Louis owns
700 spectacular acres in
the hills above
San Juan Capistrano. His
property is five miles from the Pacific Coast Highway,
and four miles east of Ortega Highway.
His plans are for a retreat center built in the old California missions style with lots of arches and a red tile roof.
It will accomodate 300 overnight guests at one time. His
special feature will include a large outdoor “Stations
of the Cross” in a beautiful garden filled with drought
resistant plants and Palo Verde trees. Stations will be
dedicated to beloved Carmelites from the good old days
and one to his life long, dear friend and Los Angeles native,Bishop Joseph Martin Sartoris. Seven other stations
will honor the Mt. Carmel Crusaders who went on to be
ordained Carmelite priests. Fr. Augustine Carter ‘41, Fr.
Joel Moler ‘44, Fr. Louis Crosby ‘46, Fr. Peter Liuzzi ‘57,
Fr. John Konernchild ‘62, Fr. John Izabal ‘63, Fr. John
Coleman ‘69.
The Our Lady of Mount Carmel Retreat Center, keeping
with a biblical theme, will be located in the middle of a
productive Olive Grove.
Louis hopes much of the old Mount Carmel memorabilia
might be gathered for a small-museum in the retreat
center
His land butts up to the Casper Wilderness and the center will be semi “off-the-grid”. Running on Solar energy,
propane gas, septic tanks, as well as cellular phone service and computer and television service via satellite.
Louis owns the water rights for the creek running out
of the Casper Wilderness. Water experts have identified
five promising sites for drilling wells. Once sufficient
water is located, it will be all systems go!
Stay tuned for future news.
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“GRACE HOPPER STEM ACADEMY” continued...
new stallion from another herd into your herd. Anyway,
Kimberly did begin to settle in to her new surroundings,
and it was discovered that she was actually very bright.
When graduation came around Margo insisted she take
the entrance exam to
St. Mary’s. Kimberly
learned at her personal
post-exam interview
that her tests showed
she could do the necessary work at St. Mary’s,
but her middle school
grades were not good,
and they were afraid of
her behavior history,
they informed her that
she had not been accepted. Margo went back to
SMA and advocated on
her behalf . SMA allowed Kimbely to enroll
on probation.
Fall of 2015, nine Grace John Martin, MCAF with
Kimberly Rodriquez, GHSA, SMA
Hopper grads began
classes at St. Mary’s
Academy. One was the Grace Hopper Gold Medal winner
for Academic Excellence and scored the highest of all
SMA applicants that year and was awarded a full scholarship. Four years later only three remained. The scholarship winner met a 26 year old man during her sophomore year on Social Media who talked her into running
away with him to get away from her strict mother. He
picked her up in front of St. Mary’s and had her working
on a street corner within a week. Her estranged father
was pretty good at Social Media, arranged a date, and
snatched her back before she could be moved to another
city. I was assured the pimp will not be soliciting young
girls any time soon.
Kimberly shared with the MCAF that she experienced
an academic epiphany about the middle of her sophomore year after her family moved out of Nickerson
Gardens. She later shared her “A” in AP Engineering
with us after the first semester of her senior year, and
later her 3.3 GPA for her full senior year. When Kimbery
transfers to Marist College after the first of the year, it
will be as a Pre-Dental major. If we place students in the
right academic environment, give them an opportunity,
God has a plan for each of them.
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